GrE E.  PaTax: * Jon P CaHLL

GOVERNOR STATE OF NEW YORK COMMISSIONER
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
ALBANY, NEwW Yorrk 12233-1010

Maor Generd Stephen Rhod
Mejor Genersl Szphen Roces FEB 2.1 2001

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Noriit Atlantic Division

Fort Hamilton Militay Community
Brooklyn, NY 11252-7600

Dear Generd Rhodes:

On November 8, 2000, Department staff met with U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) representatives a8 USACE offices in Buffdo, New York. Our respective gaffs
discussed the datus of remedid investigations and progress on interim removal actions a the
former Lake Ontario Ordnance Works in the Town of Porter, Niagara County.

During the discusson, Mary Kay O’Mara, Project Manager for the USACE Buffdo
Didtrict, stated that inadequate funds were gpproved ($500,000) for federa fisca year 2001
(FFYO01) by the USACE to complete the remedid investigation or the interim remova actions
currently in the design phase [Area A (buried drum trench) and Area B (former bum pit)] or
recently evauated as pat of an engineering evduation/cost anadlyss for Area C anticipated for
the 200 1 congtruction season.

In addition, during the Restoration Advisory Board meeting of November 15, 2000,
USACE representatives indicated that funding hiad not been appiovdifvitue demolition of
unsafe Sructures associated with former Federad Government ownership located on property
owned by the Town of Tewiston. On the Depatment of Defense (DOD) Environmental
Regtoration Program-Formerly Utilized Defense Sites fact shedt, it is stated as a god of the

program:

“Demoalition and remova of unsafe buildings, and dructures, located on formerly
owned Defense properties that are currently owned by a state or municipdity.”

The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) finds both
the lack of sufficent funding and the continuing delays in the remediation of contamination
related to Federd Government’s use of the property unacceptable.



DOD responghility for contamination at the areas which are subject to the interim
remova actions has been known and acknowledged since the mid-1940's. In 1987, DOD
conducted additiond investigations under the DOD Environmental Restoration Program, and
completed a feaghility study of remedia options in September 1990. NY SDEC agpproved the
remedial concept in January 1992. Past DOD eactions have dready resulted in over eight years of
delays in both the completion of a thorough investigation and the implementation of a necessary
remedid program at this dte.

Continued federa postponement of the remedia action at this Ste has resulted in an
estimated cost escalation from gpproximately $8.5 million (Acres Internationd, Inc., 1990)
to $9.5 million (Acres Internationd, Inc., 1995). Further federa delays in site remedid actions
will not only result in additiond cogts but, most importantly, increase the risk for release of
additiond contaminants and further adverse impacts to the environment.

For the above reasons, | strongly urge you to teke steps to ensure sufficient funding be
dlocated for FFYO01 for: 1) the implementation of interim remova actions a Arees A and B;
2) desgn for interim remova actions a Area C; 3) completion of the remedid invedtigation; and
4) demalition of unsafe structures on Town of Lewiston property. The Department stands ready
to work with you in whatever way we can to make this happen.

In cdosing, we look forward to working with the USACE on this important environmenta
restoration program, and | thank you in advance for a response to this urgent issue.

If you have any questions, please contact Stephen Hammond, Director of our Divison of
Solid & Hazardous Materials, at (5 18) 457-6934.

incerely,

Jghn P. Cahill

cc: Senator Schumer
Senator Clinton
Congressman LaFalce
G. Brooks, USACE-LRB
Restoration Advisory Board
G. Mikol, NYSDEC Reg. 9
D. Carpenter, USEPA Region



